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Introduction  
The Florida Health Insurance Advisory Board (formally the Florida Health Reinsurance Program) 
is charged with advising the Office of Insurance Regulation, the Agency for Health Care 
Administration, the Department of Financial Services, other executive departments and the 
Legislature on health insurance issues (see Section 627.6699(11)(o), F.S.). As a part of that 
responsibility, it is also required to issue an annual report on the state of the health insurance 
market in Florida. These reports are to ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ 
commercial health insurance markets and statistical information on the demographics and 
ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΦ 
 

Background  
The Florida Health Insurance Advisory Board emerged after a series of small group health 
insurance reforms in Florida. Originally established in 1992 as the Florida Small Employer Health 
Reinsurance Program, it was expanded in 1997 to include the Florida Individual Health 
Reinsurance Program. Both Programs are governed by the same Board of Directors and 
operated as the Florida Health Reinsurance Program. In 2005, Florida statutes were further 
amended to require that the Program advise the Office of Insurance Regulation, the Agency for 
Health Care Administration, the Department of Financial Services, other executive departments 
and the Legislature on health insurance issues. As a result of that change, the Board also voted 
to change its operating name to the Florida Health Insurance Advisory Board (FHIAB) to more 
appropriately reflect its new responsibilities. 
 
The composition of the board of directors was also changed to decrease the number of 
insurance company representatives and to add representatives of the business community and 
consumer representatives. A listing of current board members is attached at the end of this 
report. 
 

Executive Summary 
This Report is the fourth in a series of annual reports discussing the state of the health 
insurance market in the state of Florida that has been issued by the Florida Health Insurance 
Advisory Board. 
 
Based on information reported to the Florida Office of Insurance Regulation by the industry 
using Data Reporting Form OIR-D0-1094*, from 2004 to 2007, the number of companies 
reporting major medical insurance in force in Florida has decreased from 123 companies in 
2004 to 118 companies in 2007. Consequently, the figures contained herein as to premiums 
earned and lives covered, while not showing any dramatic changes in total do in fact 
demonstrate that over the past four years Florida has experienced an overall decrease in the 
number of lives covered under current products offered to Floridians. As a state with nearly 24 
percent of our under age 64 population being uninsured, we far exceed the national average of 
17 percent uninsured. 
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Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ /ǊƛǎǘΩǎ /ƻǾŜǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ tƭŀƴΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
this Report, will lay the groundwork to create an expansion of the choices available to Floridians 
by providing more availaōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǳƴƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
The Florida Health Insurance Advisory Board submits this Report as one of the tools available to 
policymakers in their continuing mission to expand the choices and alternatives for providing 
ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǳƴƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

*Note:  This information is compiled from data filed with the Florida Office of Insurance Regulation on 
Data Reporting Form OIR-DO-1094 by each Accident and/or Health Coverage provider.  It has not been 
audited or independently verified. 
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Health Coverage in Florida : An Overview 
The following section, unless otherwise noted, is derived from data published by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation (Kaiser) on its website located at http://www.statehealthfacts.org/. Kaiser is a non-profit, 
privately operating foundation primarily focused on the United State's major health care issues. The 
Kaiser Family Foundation is not associated with Kaiser Permanente or Kaiser Industries. 

 
The Uninsured: According to U.S. Census estimates, Florida's total population in 2007 was 18.3 
million. Of this total population, 15.1 million Floridians were under the age of 65 years. The 
following section of this report uses this 15.1 million Floridians under the age of 65 years as the 
basis of its analysis. 
 
More than 62 percent (9.4 million) of people in Florida under age 65 receive health insurance 
coverage as an employer benefit or purchase coverage privately on an individual basis. While 
almost all Floridians 65 years or older do have access to health coverage through various 
Medicare programs, nearly 13 percent or 2 million of nonelderly who do not have access to or 
cannot afford private insurance must receive their insurance through the Medicaid program, 
{ǘŀǘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ Insurance Program (SCHIP), or other public programs. However, in 2007, 
Florida's private and public health insurance systems left 3.7 million nonelderly Floridiansτ24 
percent of those under age 65τwithout health coverage (Figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1 
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When compared to national averages, Florida does not fare well (Figure 2). Although 10 percent 
of Florida nonelderly residents are enrolled in a Medicaid or SCHIP program as compared to 14 
percent nationally, our rate of uninsured soars past the national average of 17 percent to nearly 
a quarter of our nonelderly population at 24 percent.  
 
 

 
Figure 2 
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And our minor children fare even worse when compared to the 2007 national data (Figure 3). In 
2007, while 8.1 million or 11 percent of American minor children were uninsured, nearly one-
in-five of Florida's minor children had no health coverage. It is equally interesting to note here 
that on a national basis, more than 2 million of the 8.1 million of United States children who 
have no health insurance coverage of any kind have at least one parent who receives employer-
provided medical coverage. 
 
 

 
Figure 3 
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Employer-sponsored private health insurance: Many, but not all, Florida employers offer group 
health insurance policies to their employees and to their employees' families. Fifty-six percent 
(56%) of those insured through employer-sponsored health plans are covered by their own 
employer. Generally, companies with higher-wage employees and full-time employees are 
more likely to offer health insurance coverage.  
 
 

 
Figure 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


