
 

 

SENATOR JEFF BRANDES 
22nd District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Transportation, Chair 
Community Affairs, Vice Chair 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 
   Tourism, and Economic Development 
Criminal Justice 
Education Pre-K - 12 
Judiciary 
 
JOINT COMMITTEE: 
Joint Committee on Public Counsel Oversight 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   9800 Fourth Street North, Suite 200, St. Petersburg, Florida 33702  (727) 563-2100 
   318 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5022 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 ANDY GARDINER GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

August 12, 2015 

 

Commissioner Kevin McCarty 

Florida Office of Insurance Regulation 

200 East Gaines Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

 

Dear Commissioner McCarty, 

 

Florida is facing a growing flood insurance crisis. Approximately 100,000 fewer flood insurance 

policies were in effect in June of this year compared to May of 2014. Premium increases of as 

high as 18% per year for primary residences and 25% for non-primary residences for policies 

offered through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) are codified in federal law, 

promising to further exacerbate the crisis of affordable coverage.  

 

While we have made great strides at the state level to promote a robust private marketplace for 

affordable flood insurance, this fledgling market faces significant hurdles. Reforms that are 

needed to address rising flood insurance costs cover a wide range of both state and federal laws 

and administrative regulations.  

 

Floridians cannot wait on Washington to institute the federal reforms necessary to unleash the 

competitive forces of the private market. We at the state level must seek every avenue available 

to pursue relief for our homeowners. I understand the jurisdictional limitations of the Office of 

Insurance Regulation (OIR) in regulating the NFIP rates. However, I believe the input of our 

state regulator on this matter is critically important to the success of federal reform initiatives.  

 

I am requesting that your office review the rates assessed by the NFIP to determine if they would 

be considered excessive, arbitrary, or unfairly discriminatory by the laws and regulations of this 

state. While there is little, if any, recourse that we have to regulate the rates of the NFIP it is 

critically important that we be as transparent as possible and convey the findings of the OIR to 

our federal elected representatives.  

 

If your office lacks any necessary data from the NFIP to make an adequate review of their rates 

in this state, I ask that your office contact FEMA and request that data in order to complete an 

appropriate review.  

 



 

August 12, 2015 

Page 2 

 

The input of our state regulator over the NFIP rates and the process through which they were 

determined will provide assistance to the efforts of our federal elected officials as they fight for 

relief for Florida homeowners. I applaud your tireless efforts in support of Florida homeowners 

and I look forward to working with you on this important matter. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Jeff Brandes 

 

CC: All Members of Florida’s Congressional Delegation 

Florida Governor Rick Scott 

Florida Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater 

Florida Director of the Division of Emergency Management Bryan Koon 
 




