
From: robertgertz@hurricaneinnovations.com
To: Michael Milnes
Cc: flavelle@ara.com; jstumpff@securedoor.com; Robert Gertz; Cindy Walden
Subject: RE: Commentary on the OIR-B1-1802 Hearing
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011 12:06:18 PM

To all parties:
Regrettably I was unable to attend yesterday's hearing on the OIR-B1-1802.  I
understand that there are varying positions on the need for impact resistance on doors
that do not have glazing.  I offer the following input as a supplement to my earlier
commentary:

The OIR-B1-1802 does not actually determine credits, but rather is an information
gathering inspection report.  Therefore it should be made as clear, concise, complete
and accurate as possible.  The A.R.A. proposed form is directed at improvement in
these areas and should therefore be adapted.  Allowing the separate recording of
unglazed overhead and entry doors on the form in a clear cut manner, as does the
A.R.A. proposed format, allows the information to be gathered and stored in an
appropriate manner.  This information can be useful in further studies to better
understand the impact of storms on overhead and entry doors.  To attempt to use
the OIR-B1-102 form to legislate the credit system by omitting relevant information
on door types would be inappropriate. 
The next point should be moot, considering the above.  However I will make it since
this seems to be the topic of conversation:
Reduced cost solutions that are shown by research to be effective should be
acknowledged and credits should be issued for these solutions in direct proportion to
the benefits they offer.  Imposition of arbitrary conditions which hinder the process
is counterproductive.  Homeowners use the mitigation program in their decision
making process.  If the program does not reflect the reality, the homeowner is
being given bad advice.  Money spent on impact protection for solid doors that are
already wind resistant would likely be much better spent on roof bracing and tie-
down, or on impact covering for a glass door.  No one can say that cost should not
be a factor here.  Even without the current severe economic crisis, cost is a severely
limiting factor for the average homeowner in implementing storm protection
options.  Solutions that offer 80% of the benefit for 20% of the cost are precisely
the thing the industry needs in order to best serve the public.  I believe that all
parties to this discussion will agree that, in this context, that is our highest purpose.

My thanks to all who are faithfully supporting the hurricane protection industry.  Your
efforts will help to ensure the public is well protected when the next major storm arrives
at our shores. 
My original commentary is repeated below. 
Robert Gertz
 
-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Commentary on the OIR-B1-1802 Hearing
From: "Michael Milnes" <Michael.Milnes@floir.com>;
Date: Wed, June 15, 2011 8:32 am
To: "Robert Gertz" <robertgertz@bellsouth.net>, "Cindy Walden"
<cindy.walden@floir.com>
Cc: <flavelle@ara.com>, <jstumpff@securedoor.com>,
<robertgertz@hurricaneinnovations.com>

Thank you for your comments as they will become part of the record.
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Michael C. Milnes, CPM
Deputy Director
Property & Casualty Product Review
Florida Office of Insurance Regulation
Phone: (850) 413-5306
 
From: Robert Gertz [mailto:robertgertz@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2011 11:22 AM
To: Michael Milnes; Cindy Walden
Cc: flavelle@ara.com; jstumpff@securedoor.com; robertgertz@hurricaneinnovations.com
Subject: Commentary on the OIR-B1-1802 Hearing
 
The hearing on the OIR-B1-1802 Uniform Mitigation Inspection
Verification Form proposed changes will address, among other
things, the exception of unglazed garage doors and entry doors
from impact requirements, data having shown that these items
will perform well as long as they withstand wind pressures as
afforded under TAS 202 or ASTM E-330 testing. 
The new form option presented by Applied Research
Associates includes a table which has separate columns for
overhead doors and for entry doors, allowing an inspector the
option to check that these items are equiped to withstand wind
pressures, without additional impact resisting coverings.
The old form version, with commentary language to be discussed
at the hearing, includes comments from Jack Stumpff indicating
how the exception for overhead doors can be included on the
form.  I attach said document with the addition of language that
will extend the exception to unglazed entry doors, which can be
made to withstand high wind pressures with the addition of
hardware.  The A.R.A. proposed version already addresses entry
doors adequately in the table. 
I further suggest that entry doors and overhead doors with only
very small glazed openings (ie. less than 2 sq. ft. each opening)
should also be considered for exemption from impact coverings.  I
believe the research will show that these small glazed openings do
not present a serious damage concern, especially relative to the
cost of covering the entire door with an impact covering. 
It should be considered by all parties that lowering the cost of
mitigation will encourage more homeowners to choose the
mitigation option.  All viable ways to safely do so should be
considered.  Research has shown the effectiveness of mitigation in
reducing claims and protecting homes.  The goal of the mitigation
program is to encourage homeowners to participate, and cost is
the primary obstacle for the vast majority of homeowners. 
Securing unglazed doors against wind pressures, without
added impact barriers, has been shown to be adequate protection
and should be recognized in the mitigation program.
Thank you for addressing this concern.
Sincerely,
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Robert Gertz
Cel. (772) 486-8825
Hurricane Innovations N.A., LLC


